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Born in north Queensland in 1945, Barbara started her career in 

cartooning and in the commercial art area, before returning to academic 

study in 1975. 

Graduating with a Bachelor of Arts Degree (with Distinction), she 

worked in the tertiary sector for several years before joining the Public 

Service in Canberra in 1985.  During her 10 years in Canberra, she did post graduate studies at 

Macquarie University. Although this study was not art related, she convinced the University to 

accept her final thesis in the form of conceptual paintings. These paintings were subsequently 

purchased by the University’s Conflict Resolution Centre. 

While working in the Public Service, Barbara had a number of solo exhibitions in Canberra; 

participated in several joint exhibitions in the NSW far South Coast; and was represented by Beaver 

Galleries in Canberra. 

In 1995, Barbara moved to Gerringong, established her own studio and commenced full time 

professional painting. Since 1995, Barbara has participated in a series of joint exhibition with the 

then ‘Different Strokes’ art group; had a very successful exhibition in Sydney; and has won several 

awards and commendations locally including an acquisition prize at the Alexander Berry Art 

Exhibition.   

Through a deep concern for the permanency of her work and a passion for experimentation with 

innovative materials and techniques, she has developed a deep understanding of, and expertise in 

contemporary mixed media.  This has led to her being in demand as a workshop tutor throughout 

New South Wales, Victoria and the ACT.  Her work has been 

purchased by collectors in the United Kingdom, Sweden, Hong 

Kong, Japan, Singapore and Canada and is represented in a 

range of private, corporate and government collections in 

Eastern Australia.  

In 2006 Barbara was invited to join I.S.E.A. (The International 

Society of Experimental Artists).  This was quickly followed 

by two of her paintings being selected as finalists in an 

international competition or experimental art run by the 

American magazine ‘The Artist’s Magazine. 
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